
j:.tfoti of the railway mall clerks* and
Quoting former- statesmen, of both
parties, who had said from intimate
knowledge of the facts that the governmentcould not be run under the

!: spoils system.
"Attacks are made on the civil serviceof virulent character In every Congress/'he said, and they are not justified.
Ml Browne reverted again to the

fiscal system.- .....

Mention has been made/* "he Said,
"of the fiscal system of the. City of
Mexico. That is based on the old systemthroughout all Mexico, and ie responsiblefor the present Mexican situation.We have a bad economic systemin Washington, but there ie a

worse one in Mexico, and the revolutionthere is go ng to extend southwardto Cape Horn. There will be
higher land taxes, for at present occupationsare taxed too high."
Agaftr' reverting to the District of

C.olumbia. Mr. Browne said:

Outgrown Half-and-Half Plan.

"Washington has outgrown the halfand-halfsystem; the city is no longer an

infant; its expenses have been swelled,
a n<^ Washington is rich and fat. We are

able to stand on our feet. If the federal
contributions had been put into permanentmunicipal operations, such as water
systems, sewers and strictly municipal
expenses, it would have turned Washingtoninto a going concern on the tome
basis as other great cities of the Washingtongroup which have done the same

thing with great indebtedness.
"The problem is one of today, not of

ancient history, and will appeal as such
to any one whose intelligence is not
sealed up in a cerebral sarcophagus.
"The reeling off of columns of figures,

with the remark. 'These are conclusive,*
will not appear so conclusive when I
am through."

a* twic nt c r T^nraster asked
the committee whom Mr. Browne rep-
resented. Members of the committee
gave the opinion that it made no differ-
ence whom any one represented, as
long as the truth was presented.
Assessment figures were then pre-

sented by Mr. Browne. He produced
them from his brief, beginning with
1S74. the total ground values and improvementsbeing given for the Districtof Columbia at $96,433,072. He
said there was then a two-dollar tax
rate in Washington and Georgetown
and a rate of $1.58 in the county, an

average of $1.98 for all the land. The
bonded and other debts for that year
he placed at $20,916,080, the bonded
debt itself being $9,902,251.
He said that in 1878 the bonded debt

had jumped to $22,106,650, and Congress
went to work to remedy the condition
here: that Congress fixed a three-dollar
tax rate. Following the organic act,
the beginning of the half-and-half system,he said the assessment of real
estate and improvements went down
to $S7.645,2S9. Mr. Browne made a

point of this decrease from 1874.
"The assessment of 1874 was not

equaled until 1886, when it was placed
at $96,053,329. The shrinkage occurred
just as soon as Congress stepped in to
aid. The assessor's office then began
to cut down." This was Mr. Browne's
argument.

Assesments in County.
He then referred to the fact that in

1S92 the lands in the county were assessedas being worth $9,494,618, and
that in the same year 1.606 acres of
land were purchased for $1,225,215 to
make Rock Creek Park. -He said the
lands were assessed -at v*i».y
12 per cent of the price paid." Mr.
Browne expressed the convTcfion that f
the price paid for Hock Creek Park was
not high, in support of his contention
that District property is underassessed.
He continued, saying that condemnationshere have been at full prices, but

that there had been "no robberies." He
said the condemnations had been under
the eye of the courts, and that instructionshad been given not to regard the
assessment value, -or the. speculative
value, that might he based on the fact
that tpe lands were being condemned
and would pf6bafbly"Ti>fe sftorttypaid* for.
He said he hoped to prove by condemnationjurors themselves that the

condemnations of properties showed
the correct value, and outlined his beliefthat he would be* able to show a

wide difference" between assessed values
and condemned values. He spoke of
this situation as "two horns of a

; dilemma."
"From figures* Troru the', surveyors

office. Rofk Creek Park is now valued
at $3,600,030. Contrast wiat with 1792t
when it was assessed at $133,000. We
have a rise of twentyisevenfoid, an fn.crease of 2,700 per cent. If there lttts
been such an increase as that, then It
is reasonable to suppose, mid believe
that other properties near the park and
in similar sections should have experienceda similar increase."

Land Appraisement.
Turning to his brfef again, Mr. Browne
aid:
"There had been submitted by the board

of assistant assessors of the District,
composed of George F. Dawson, John
Cook and F. L. Moore, three competent

- men,, bhe of them heavily interested in
real -estate, on the first Monday in June,
1892. an assessment showing the vajue
of land in the District to be $198,772,672.
Th'- existing assessment was $76,4 41,028.
This was a startling raise of $122,331,544,
an increase of 160 per cent.
"Thtae t^ree assessors testified before

a congressional committee that their
basis of value was what property would
probably bring at forced sale under adversecircumstances.

The real estate interests of the Districtwere panic-stricken. They fled to
Congress for relief, and succeeded in
having inserted in the sundry civil act
of August 5, 1892. provision for a board
to revise and equalize an assesBn^ent
which the assessor's report for 1893
calls most extraordinary and alarm'ing.'
"The new board "knew their master's

voice' They brought the assessment
back as r.ar the beaten path as they
dare 1, and reduced the assessment of!
land from $::<v:7_ to $112,830,383. a

decrease of $85,942,289. or 43 per cent.
"They raised the assessment of im-

provements from $73,862,307 to $78,587,-;
421, an increase of $4,725,054, or 6 per
cent. Total. $191.417 804.
"This went into effect in 1834. yet AssessorTrimble declared. In his annual

"""irt fr.r ivi?. that rheise increases In;
land value assessments of 25 per cent
in Washington, 31 per cent In Georgetownand 79 per cent in the county,
an average of 30 per cent for the whole
District. were too high for & healthy!
business prosperity. |

Satisfactory to Realty Men.
This attitude was highly satisfactory

to the reel estate interests, and they
maintained their highly efficient gTip
on the assessor* office, while the
assessments on land values dropped
ste;«<c'v until in 1902 they had fallen
fr..r- the 1*91 level of $112,£30.383 to

564. a loss of $11,249,819, or 12.6
per cent.
"In 1902 there had been a slight advanceover the 1S91 improvement assessmentsfrom $78,587,421 to $83,945,044, a gain of $5,357,623: a bare 7

ne- cent, th'ousrh rhe nonulatfon of the
District had increased from 230,392 In
1*9 to 278 718 in l&OO, a growth Of
*8.324,. 21 per eel:t in population to be
housed arid fared for and to effect a
ds* :i land values, against 7 per cent
advance in improvement assessments,
arid an actual reduction of 12 per cent
in the assessment of land."

Burden on Small Homes.
Mr. Browne read from a letter written1»y H. T. Phillips, then president of

the Washington and Georgetown street
railway, t£ the Tom L*- Johnson committeeInvestigating assessment end
taxation in the District, in which Mr.
Phillips asserted- that assessments had
bee:; made Jn the District with vicious
results-tor many years, and that the
burden fell most often on the owners
of small homes.

'I have an unfortunate memory," continuedMr. Browne, who proceeded to
read from an article written by E. W.
Oyster, now a member of the board of
assistant assessors of real estate in the
DXstrlat an<Lpublished In January, 1106.
This article-as quoted by Mr. Browne

uas, in part, as follows:

Discrimination Charged.
But great as are the inequalities in

the assessments of improvements, the
inequalities in the assessments of land
In different sections of the city and
county, and even In the same locality,
are very much .greater, and the die6

crimination in favor of th# land speculatoras against the home awner and
home seeker is simply outrageous.
The law is both positive and <dear,

and was intended to present in the futurethe unjust discrimination in favor
of land-grabbing syndicates, speculatorsand monopolists. Had the assessorsobeyed the law in- making the assessmentof real estate for the next
three years, improvements would have
been assessed at about $125,000,000 and
land at about $375,000,000. This would
have produced, at $1.50 on the $100,
$7,500,000, or about double the amount
desired to be raised frijm that class of
property," said Mr. Browne.

Mr. Oyster's Concliisiohs.
"The conclusions as to the character

of District assessments reached by Mr.
Oyster in 1906 have been arrived at by
every fair-minded investigator before
and since. Mr. Oyster figured that onethirdof the true value of privately
owned and taxable District lands in
1906 was $187,500,000; indicating a full
value of $562,500,000, which on a twothirdsbasis should have been assessed
at $375,000,000.
"Seven years later Mr. E. W. Oyster,

then and now assistant assessor, participatesin the triennial assessment of
1914-15, which produces on two-thirds
basis an assessment of land values of

a full vaIiia nf
$312,127,977, a drop from Mr. Oyster's
1906 two-thirds estimate of $166,914,685,and a drop from his 1906 full valuationof $250,872,023.
"And yet the District had had seven

years of growth in wealth, building
and population between 1906 and 1913,
and a prodigious land boom that
reached its culmination in 1912, the
year of the George report, which, practicallyrepeating Mr. Oyster's charges
of discrimination, conservatively found
taxable, full land values in the District
to be $504,500,865, a sum less than Mr.
Oyster's estimate of 1906 by $58,000,000.

For True Consideration Bill.
Mr. Oyster, who was in the committee

room, sought to interrupt Mr. Browne,
but he was told by Senator Chilton, chairmanof the committee, that he would be
given full opportunity to make reply later.
Mr. Browne made the comment that

"before I get through there will be a numberof gentlemen who would like to be
heard by this committee."
He discussed the "true consideration"

bill which was before the Sixty-second
Congress, insisting that its enactment
would be of great public benefit. He
said that the only persons benefited
by the failure of this bill to become a
law were the real estate speculators in
Washington. The real estate men here,
he said, insisted that the bill should
not go to the House for action.

Collusion Is Charged.
He charged that frequently In the

District there was collusion between
real estate brokers and the brokers
became interested in property offered
to them to sell as agents, and that the
fact that they were not compelled to
show In the deeds of transfer true considerationmade this possible. He said
that he would brine: court records to
prove this allegation.
Mr. Browne then turned his guns on

the District assessor, who. he charged,
was negligent in his duty because he
d'd not go to the two title companies
in the District, which, he said, handle
85 per cent of the transfers in real
estate, to get at the facts of the true
consideration paid for real estate. He
charged that the assessor rel ed uo<-n
the figures given him by the real estate
brokers themselves, and sometimes by
the purchasers or sellers of property.
Quotes Beal Estate Advertisements.
Mr. Browne said that the Henry George

report had been denounced by the Board
of Trade and by The Star, wh'ch, he said,
had devoted many columns to its attack.
"But the report still stands," he said.

He said that The Star never intentionallymisstates anything, but that it considersthe destinies of the District bound
up in the maintenance of the half-andhalfplan.
He quoted from advertisements sent

out by real estate firms to show that
Washington was becoming one of the
wealthiest cities in the world, and read
from the Manufacturers' ftecord of
Baltimore a statement that real estate
values had increased in 1907 to $1,210,000,000In Washington.
"These figures are $466,000,000 above

the $744,000,000 of the George report,"
he said.

Single Tax Is Favored.
Mr. Browne contended there was

small inducement for the improvement
of real estate in Washington and that
it paid better to hold land unimproved.
"That is the reason so much of the

land in the capital is as naked today
as when Columbus discovered America,"
he said. Mr. Browne then made an ar

fumanfin favnr nf tha ainela fa*, nine.-
ing the tax upon land values as distinct
from improvements.
Senator "Works asked Mr. Browne if

the present land values in the District
were due to action by Congress and
improvements made by the citizens, or
to speculation.
Mr. BrOwne replied that while certainsections of the city still show

speculative values, speculative values
had fallen off much in recent years.

Calls Bents Exceedingly High.
He said that rents were exceedingly

high In Washington, as compared to
other cities, in reply to a question by
Senator Works.
"Rents are higher here than in B&ltiimore," Mr. Browne said, "and also

ground values are higher,
"It is all due to the half-and-half

subsidy, which has made it easy for
speculative holders to allow the incrementon their property to act as
income. Look at all the little 'taxpay;ers erected on lots in this city, little
one-story affairs, simply to get an incometo pay taxes, while the -owner
waits for a high price, an unearned increment.
"There is no way, perhaps, to get at

the unearned increment outside of
forcible seizure; but the land tax must
be high enough to drive out the speculativeholder." He read a published
letter from a mayor of Vancouver In
praise of a single tax experiment that
city has conducted.

Dodging Taxes Vested Bight.
"Ton cannot grapple with this problem

here," ootylnued Mr. Browne, "without
impinging on what some people here beginto believe Is a vested right, namely, to

dodge proper taxes.''
The last half hour of the first session

of the hearing today was occupied by Mr.
Browne in attacking assessments made on
property at the northwest corner of llth
and F streets and the southwest corner of
10th and Louisiana avenue.

MAY BE TRAINING SHIP.

Illinois Naval Reserves Want U. S.
to Bny Eastland at Auction.

CHICAGO, October 28..The steamshipEastland, which tipped over in the
Chicago river July 24, with a loss of
812 lives, may be used as a governmentnaval training ship, it was announcedtoday.
Capt. Edward Evert of the Illinois

naval reserves said Gov. Edward F.
Dunne had approved of the plan, and
that an investigation Is now in progressto satisfy naval authorities at
Washington as to the seaworthiness of
the boat. Alteration* are to be made
In the hull to remove all danger, it
wa* aald.
The ahlp I* to be aold at public auctionunder an order of the United

State* dlatrlot oourt, and unlees unforeaeenobstacle* develop the government,It era* aald. will buy It and remodelit tale a training sblp.

Catering to O*t-of Door* Devotees.
CHICAGO, October 21..Fresh air cars,

wlndowlea* and unhealed, are to be
operated on Chicago's elevated railway
system for the benefit of passengers who
are out-of-doors devotees. The cars, it
was announced today, probably will be
tun on half hour schedules. Only one
coach to a train will be unheated. It will
be marked "fresh sir car."
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AN ITALIAN THIRTEEN-INCH FIELD (
WHICH THE INVADING TROOPS Of
IS POINTED THAT THE ITALIANS

SHOWS INACCURACY:
OF BROWNE FIGURES i
A. S. Worthington* Before Joint i

i

Committee Riddles the
Henry George Report.

QUOTES ACTUAL SALES TO j
PROVE CONTENTIONS |

Heal Values Shown to Be Far Less
Than Estimated by Organic j

Act's Enemies. i

A. 6. Worthington of the citizens'
joint committee yesterday concluded
his argument before the congressional
Joint committee on the relations betweenthe District of Columbia and the
federal government. He read from a

table containing records of more than
100 actual sales in various sections of
the city to show that the assessed
valuation of the property approximated
closely the valuation arrived at from
sale. He contended that these figures
proved conclusively that property in
the District was not underassessed, as

charged by Mr. Browne. !
He dealt first with suburban property

which Mr. Browne had insisted was *

grossly undervalued In making assess-

ments. He read of one tract of fortyfiveacres which sold for $22,650 and '

which was assessed at $18,120 on two- '
thirds of the real value. Taking $18,120 1

as two-thirds of the real value, it was

assessed at the value of $27,177. he i
said, or considerably more than the ]
property brought when sold. 1

According to Mr. Browne's contentionthat suburban property here is
assessed at only one-fifth its real
value, this property should have sold
for $90,000 or more," said Mr. Worthington.
He quoted from the list of sales a

number of other sales of suburban
property showing that the assessed
value was well up to the prices actuallyreceived for this property.

What the Totals Show.
"I will not read all this list, but merelyplace it in the record," he said. "Takingup the totals for the various sections.however, it is shown that in sectionNo. 1, embracing suburban propertyabout the District, the aggregate

sales amounted to $1,400,588, the assessmentto $879,737, the assessed value
or basis of assessment to $1,721,006, and
the valuation according to Mr. Browne
rt *4 *QS fiQF.

"In section No. 2, the business section
of the city between the Capitol and the
Treasury and between Pennsylvania
avenue and Massachusetts avenire, it is
shown that the sales amounted to $501,980,the assessment to $305,366, the basisof assessment to $619,886 and the
valuation, according to Mr. Browne, to
J1.526.S30.
"In section No. 3. a. section of ama.ll

homes, it is shown that the sales aggregated$561,220; the assessment, $395,366;the basis of assessment, $703,096,
and. according to Mr. Browne, the valuationshould have been $1,978,830.
"In section No. 4, another section of

small homes, it Is shown that the sales
amounted to $432,620, the assessment to
$231,057, the basis of assessment to
$528,944, and, according to Mr. Browns,the valuation should nave been $1,156,285.
"Looking at the totals we find that

the aggregate sales for all these sec-
Hons amounted to $2,896,408, the assessmentto $1,811,398, the basis of assessmentto $3,572,932, and, accordingto Mr. Browne, the total valuation of
these properties should have been $9,059.640.

Justified by Incomes.
Mr. Worthlngton took up Mr. Browne's

contentions concerning & corner property
at 10th street and Louisiana avenue to
the effect that it was a most valuable
site with a low assessment. According
to Mi Worthlngton's information, given
him by Thomas Bradley, who has been
connected with the management of that
property, the net income is less than
5 per cent and the taxes are 20 per cent
of the income. Also Mr. Worthlngton
analyzed the subchapter In the brief of
Mr. Browne headed "the widow's mite,"
wherein an example of alleged heavy
overassessment had been shouldered
upon a poor person. The American Securityand Trust Company books showed
that the net income from the Darticular
"mite" Involved has averaged about 9
per cent in the past five years.a fairly
valuable Investment.
"I might say," continued Mr. Worthington,'that if Mr. Browne's testimony

showing thirty or forty typical cases as
illustrative of the entire work of the assessor'soffice is as correct as these two
instances are shown to be, then he is
not entitled to fifteen minutes before
this committee."
"And I might say the same thin* if

your statement was correct," heplled
Mr. Browne from his chair.
Mr. Wdrthlngton then took up variousmatters found in the George report,the hearings preceding the George

report and in the brief of Mr. Browne,
contrasting them with facts ascer^ined
by the subcommittee of the joint citizens'committee. One item picked out
by Mr. Worthlngton was the Browne
declaration that property within a certainportion of the downtown area io
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really worth $164,000,000; Improve
nents, $49,000,000.
Greater Than Baltimore's Value.
Mr. Worthlngton pointed out that thi

valuation placed thereon was greate:
than the value of all the land In th'
business city of Baltimore. He als<
spoke of Mr. Browne's comment on thi
proper valuation of Friendship, the sev

enty-six-acre tract belonging to Johi
Ft. McLean, on Wisconsin avenue oppo
3ite Cleveland Park. Mr. Browne con

tended It should be assessed as wortl
520.000 an acre.
"The property immediately opposlt<

is worth only $5,000 an acre, and th<
property to the north has been on th<
market at $6,000 for Ave years," sai<
Mr. Worthlngton.
A chart showing all the sales In th<

business section of Washington for flv<
pears, approximately, was then showi
to the joint select committee. It was j

rery large chart, about seven feet lonj
ind four feet wide, and had the detail;
ot all sales marked upon it, with lo
number, assessment and all other in
formation pertinent to each case. Th<
totals on the chart showed that by tak
ing all the actual sales for five year
the property sold for $2,000,000 les
than the assessment placed upon it.a
refutation of the allegation that th<
business section is underassessed.
Then, turning to the small-honr

ureas, where the George committee de
clared the burdens of overassessmen
lay heavy, Mr. Worthlngton took thre«
typical areas to show that the assess
ments were lower than the actual valu
is shown by the sales for 1910 to 1912

Illustrations Used by Witness.
The sections, sales, assessments, etc

iised in this illustration by Mr. Worth
Ington were as follows:
In the northeast, blocks between 3i

and 10th, E and L streets, 177 piece
sold fqr $726,000; basis of assessmenl
5680,000.
In the southeast, blocks between 5t]

and 11th, B and I streets, 138 piece
told for $493,000; basis of assessment
5480,000.
In the southwest, blocks betweei

7th and 9th, E and L streets, flfty-tw
slocks sold for $189,000; basis of assess
ment, $182,000.
"These are three areas from th

hearts of the small-home-owning sec
lionB," explained Mr. Worthlngton, "am
prove that the property is not overas
teased.

Aasesaments Do Not Change.
Mr. Worthlngton called attention t

the fact that here In Washington aa
eessments have remained practical!
the same during the panio years In th
lountry as In the prosperous years, al
though whenever there were har
times there was practically no sale to
real estate in Washington, and value
iropped far down.
"But the assessments did not fal

3ft." he said.
Mr. Worthlngton quoted figures t

show that property In the residen
sections between 14th and 17th street
northwest and between 17th and 22
streets northwest, which have bee
called the "best" resident sectioni
have not been underassessed for th
benefit of the rich owners and to th
detriment of the small owners In othe
sections of the city.
"The burden of proof." said Mi

Worthlngton, "Is always on those wh
desire to destroy the existing order o
things. Therefore the burden of proo
should be upon those who come her
ssklng that the half-and-half plan b
lone away with."
He said that the opponents of th<

half-and-half must prove beyond i
doubt that the system was doing ham
and that there was some better plan ti
set up In place of It.

Congressional Neglect Becalled.
"The District of Columbia ran aloni

neglected by Congress from 1800 ti
1871," he said. "Congress then woke ti
the fact that something must be done,1
he said. "Three separate joint oommlt
tees of Congress worked over the prop
osltlon of what to do with the District
from 1871 to 1878," he pointed out, "am
each one of these committees, after i

great deal of work, decided that th'
only thing to do was to draw a flxei
line showing the exact proportion whlcl
the District residents and the federa
government were to pay of the ex

penses of the National Capital.
"He who appears before this commit

tee and asks that the District be pu
back under the old order of things ex
lsting before 1878 should be very care
ful of his facts," said Mr. Worthlngton
He said that the Supreme Court of th'
United States, In speaking of the or

ganlc aot of the District, passed in 1871
had called it the "constitution of th
District of Columbia," and that mem
bers of Congress should give carefu
consideration to a change of the Dis
trlct's constitution, just as tney woun
to a change of the Constitution of th
United States.
Mr. Worthlngton went at length int

the fact that the streets and avenue
of the city of Washington are ownei
in fee simple by the United Statei
quoting from the opinion of the Su
preme Court in the Van Ness case. H
brought out the fact that in the cas
of the streets outside of the city limit
the streets are taken over by the Dis
trict government, but that the fe
simple is not in the United States as i
the case within the old city limits.

Street* Absolute Property of XT. S.
"I do not cere to lay too much strss

upon this argument that the streets
Washington are the absolute propert;
of the United States, and that Congres
could close them If It wanted to an<

erect buildings on them, for I canno

conceive that any Congress would eve

close any of our broad streets," sab
Mr. Worthington.
He said that there were two classes o

opponents of the half-and-half plan.
"One," he said, "asserts that we d

not pay sufficient taxes here, And th*
if we were properly assessed ther

IIS PICTURE GIVES AW IDEA OP THE NA'
;ur THEIR WAT. IT WILL BE SEEW BY

would be no need for the federal gov- al
ernment to contribute at all to the ex- Cc
penses of the capital. jn
"The other class says we who sup- di

port the half-and-half plan stand in
B the way of the District, that if it were
r not for the half-and-half plan Conegress might appropriate much more n(
5 money for the District." be

He said that the arguments of the su8 two classes nullified each other. te"The government has an immense m
i amount of personal property here in the Cj

District," Mr. Worthington pointed out, g^
"in the furnishings of all these build- ce" ings, the Library of Congress and in th

i tho Treasury building, where untold
millions are kept. If you are going to teconsider the amount of realty owmed
by the government herfe in order to ar- a,e rive at the proportion of the expenses

e which the government should pay, you* should take into consideration the
amount of its personal property, for

® the personal property of the residents
6 is taxed, as well as their real estate, Gr
1 to help pay their share of the burden
1 of government."
s Not a Resort of Tax Dodgers.

t ol
Mr. Worthington called attention to st

e the fact that it was a very common 0l
thing to hear Washington called a re- ws sort of tax dodgers. "I have seen it ti,

^ printed somewhere that Washington ^
e has a mile of millionaires," he said. jc

As a matter of fact, the number of d<
e millionaires residing in Washington aa

was comparatively small, he said, and
t he had never heard of a person of c<
e wealth coming to establish a residence m
- in Washington in order to avoid tax- bi
e ation of his intangible personal prop- x
:. erty in one of the states where such a r<

tax is levied, except once, and that
was the case of a millionaire from
Michigan who committed suicide a year r2
ago. R

Herbert «i. Browne s statement.

^ At the conclusion of Mr. Worthing:- t*
8 ton's testimony Herbert J. Browne
'» took the stand. He began by saying ^

that the question of the 3.65 per cent ai
h bonds and their interest was dead, end- ai
* ed by the decision of the controller of

the Treasury. But he insisted that the
n federal government had recovered
o 5586,000 of interest charges on this
- funded debt from the District through

the efforts of the subcommittee of the
e House District committee
- as the Mayes committee, which invea- &
a tigated the accounts of the District and

the federal government. This sum, he
said, had been placed in one of the
appropriation bills and taken from the
District revenues and covered into the P<
federal Treasury, following the dis- fc

o closures in the Mayes report. m

v Says Half-and-H&lf Plan Is Dead.
y pi

e "I contend that the half-and-half plan T
- is dead and has been dead for a num- ti:
d ber of years," said Mr. Browne, "for
* when you take into consideration all
9 the revenues of the District, about $10.- j,,
H 000,000 is raised annually from the Dis- F

trict, and th.e contribution of the fed- M
0 eral government to the District ex- in
t penditures does not exceed and has not
s exceeded $6,000,000. The half-and-half pi
a plan, therefore, has been modified to ai
n that extent." tfc
,, Senator Chilton suggested that if such oi

e were the case, then, under the law, the sc

0 federal government owed the District a

r large sum of money. w
After praising the representatives of

the Joint citizens' committee, Mr. Mac0farland, Mr. Noyes and Mr. Worthingfton, and admitting that they were repfresenting various citizens' associations
Qin their defense of the half-and-half

e plan, Mr. Browne said:
"I, too, am a citizen of the District, and

. I am opposed to their view. And many
, other citizens, not so prominent as they, p'

but a lot of them, are opposed to the
* half-and-half plan. The taxpayers of W

the United States are entitled to appear ar
before this committee, and I, In a sense, jv
will speak for them, too."
Mr. Browne then took up the Joint

£ citizens' committee's brief and criti- of
y deed it. He said that there was no te

COIIlCIlUUil U'DI *-»«« MUVBUVti vi |m
' diction In the District; that It lay1"

wholly In the hands of the United
States government; that people who er
came to live here must realize that.
At this point Mr. Browne said that he

had been unable to find any valid argumentagainst the position of Senator ,

Works, who has suggested that the "

District of Columbia be abolished and
the United States government rule the
city of Washington directly, without
any Intermediary, and that the taxes
of the District be paid Into the Treasuryand the government pay all the
expenses of the capital without refer- Tn
ence to the amount of taxes collected.

Contends Bealty Values Are Higb. 19

Mr. Browne contended that realty M
values In Washington were very high. 0]
In fact, he said that no other city in at

J the United States could show such high
values. He said that it was immaterial re
where the fee to the streets lay; that de
the wide streets and avenues were a 1
benefit to all private property owners. ^
He said it was misleading to Include
in street areas the wide parkings, un- Pr

° paved, which extend back to the build- :{JJ ing line along the streets of Washingrton- «'» Mr. Browne further contended that XL
the joint citizens' committee had made

e a grave mistake in presenting their
8 statistics of relative taxation to the .8 joint select committee when they fail- lo

to arive the statintir* ahowine- tVia co
e comparative expenditures In Washing- at
a ton and other cities. He attempted to r0

make the point that cities In the group ®a

similar to Washington in size, lnclud- de

lng Buffalo, San Francisco, Milwaukee, re

m Cincinnati and others, had not been in- Jj
- oluded In many of the comparisons £11 given by the joint citizens' committee,
f but Mr. McFarl&nd and also members
s of the coungres8ional committee point- ca

a ed out to him that in this contention c0
he was mistaken. pi

1 "However," said Mr. Browne, "the Ol
r citizens' committee omitted saying any- w

d thing about comparative expenditures
and about the relation of indebtedness,

( which were very serious omissions."
Mr. Macfarland Explain*. 1

o p«
t Mr. Macfarland oalled attention to the tli
e fact that the citlsens' committee- had th

s; |
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c
rURE OF THE COUNTRY THROUGH c
THE ANGLE AT WHICH THE GUN i

r
a
i

ready promised the congressional ^
mmittee to prepare statistics show- i
g the comparative per capita expen- v
tures in Washington and other cities. .

Mr. Browne said he thought the quesDnof indebtedness in other cities was T
much importance, since there was

> reason why there should not be
>nd issues in the District to pay for
ich improvements as the water sysm.He said that bond issues had been ]
ade for such improvements in other j
ties and there was no reason why they .

lould not have been made here, ex- v

pt that the federal government paid *

e bills for these improvements. 1
Mr. Browne contended that the sys- l
m in vogue here had been directly to t
e benefit of the "ground lords" as ^
gainst the owners of small homes. I

«

HELPED OUT BY FIEEMEH. 1
nests in Seventh Street Home
Nearly Overcome by Smoke.

Mrs. N. Norwigz and her ten-monthsddaughter, Florence, 2116 East Pratt
;reet, Baltimore, visiting the family
' Jacob Hinkle, 1323 7th street northest,had to be assisted from the house
lis morning about 3:30 o'clock by
remen. Smoke from a fire in an ad

iningbuilding filled the Hinkle resi*nceand bakery and made it necesiryfor its occupants to seek relief.
Fireman J. B. Dutton of No. 4 truck
>mpany reached the room the Baltiorevisitors occupied. He carried the
kby from the building and guided Mrs.
orwigz through the smoke-fllled
)oms and hallway.
The fire started in a feed warehouse
rear of Michael O'Hanlon's restaumt,1325 7th street, where John P

itter, feed dealer, had a large quantity
feed stored. Policeman J. C. Bunn of

le second precinct sent in an alarm to
le fire department.
Considerable headway was gained by
le fire before the arrival of the fireen,and the damage to the building
id contents amounted to $1,000. Water
rid smoke damaged flour and other
:ock of Mr. Hinkle to the amount of
00. The origin of the fire was not
itermined.

TAKE ORAL EXAMINATION.

11 Candidates for Lima Commercial
Attache's Post Have Appeared.
Five men of the eight who recently
tssed the examinations taken by
rty-one men for the position of comercialattache at Lima, Peru, were

[ven an oral examination at the Deirtmentof Commerce this morning,
he other three have already taken
ie examination.
Those examined by a committee, of
hich Dr. Pratt, chief of the bureau of
>reign and domestic commerce, 1s
»ad, were Thomas L. Stitt of Chicago,
E. Young of Indianapolis and H. C.

aclean, P. C. Williams and G. G. Lansg,all of New York.
The oral examination was for the
lrpose of "sizing up" face to face the
jplicants for the attacheship. From
ie eight men who have now taken the
al "quiz" the successful man will be
ilected.
An«Ai»nf«pmpnt of the unnninfmunt
Ill be made within the next"Yew days. '

FOUR MONTHS FOR ASSAULT.
a

>hn Warring Convicted of Striking1 g

Government Clerk. e

A. recommendation for leniency In the 0
slice Court today in the case of John d
arrlng, charged with assault, brought t
i absolute sentence of four months by j
ldge James L. Pugh.
Warring was convicted by the Jury ®

a charge of assaulting Edward Pis^ A
r, a clerk In the federal trade comIssion,September 3. Flster testified f
> was In a saloon and that Warring j
itered and, looking toward him, said: f
Vho are you looking at?"
rhe witness said he replied that he P
as not looking at any one, and de- a
ared the defendant then struck him i
i the Jaw, breaking the bone. He said o
at for four weeks he was compelled g
eat nothing but liquid foods. q

T e

The Oxon Hill Mail Service. t

the Editor ot The Star: '

In The Evening Star of October 27. J
15, pagre thirteen. T note an article on p
« won of Drnn Will illatHof li

d., in which it Is stated that the Post 8

[flee Department officials deny that c

ly resident of this section has been
>prived of mail service. Being: a
sldent of this section who has been
tprived of service (with many others), t
take exception to this statement, h

le fact is that since October 16, 1915, *

ro-thirds of Wheeler road, route 6, has
ten without the R. P. D. serv'ce and 8

e carrier has informed one patron u

at when the roads become bad for a
ito travel the remaining: one-third e
111 be discontinued. No patron has re-
ived official notice of the fact that
tr service was to be taken away. We b
ive been left to presume that we are n

go three miles to Station H, Ana- ^
stla, to receive our daily mail. This
:tempt to consolidate several long *

utes into one has been highly untisfactoryfrom the beginning:. Un- d
tr the old horse and buggy system we 8
ceived mail regularly, but with the
itomoblle conditions have become bad. tl
lose who still have some form of de- n

rery are fortunate. It is hard to be- b
sve that people living so close to the
pital of the United States should b-> h
intending with such conditions. Cora- c

aints have been made to the Post u

Bee Department by the score, but h
ithout avail. BYRON S. PAUL- n

Navigation in the Arctic Closed.
3EATTLB. Wash., October 28..A die.
itch from Nome reports that navlga- °

an In the Arotlo ocean has closed for C
season. e

NEWSPAPER'S TALE
ANGERS PRESIDENT

Jo Emissary From Steel
Barons to Be Received

at White House.

DEFENSE PROGRAM NOT
"SOP" TO BIG BUSINESS

Expected Industries Will Benefit,
But Ho "Gouging" Is to

Be Permitted.

President Wilson is thoroughly
iroused over a newspaper publi:ationto the effect that the steel
jarons are so pleased with his na:ionaldefense program, in view
>f the financial possibilities ahead
'or them, that they have sent
in "emissary" to the President
hedging their support for his rejectionnext year.
The President considers the charge
Ibelous and has called upon the newslaperto repudiate that portion of its
tory stating that they have sent an

mlssary to him to announce their
ihange of heart toward him. It is delaredthat no such emissary has vistedthe President and none would be
ecelved if his mission were known in
idvance. The President's program. It
s declared, was long ago decided upon,
vithout consideration of the benefits
hat would flow In any direction and
rithout consultation with anybody havnginterest in steel plants or ammuiltionfactories.

Business Benefit Expected.
It is candidly admitted that if the
>reparednes8 prog-a.m is put through
ind the government proceeds to make
)reparations without delay, steel and
Lmmunition concerns will benefit, unessprovision is made for the estab-
iBHmeni ui leaerai pia.ii us iu ouppiy
:he needs. It is recognized that this
vould be practically Impossible for a.
lumber of years to come. The govsrnmentprogram provides for putting
he country on a good defensive basis
vithin five or six years. If the preparationswent longer than that time
:here would be little use of preparednessat all, in the viewpoint of the
idministra.tion.
The establishment of great munition

tnd gun plants is a matter of many
fears, Germany's efficiency in that directionhaving taken twenty-five years,
lot to speak of the famous Krupp
ivorks, the largest in the world, taken
>ver by Germany at the beginning of
the war.
It is regarded as probable that the

President will favor provision in the
ippropriation bills that are expected
:o pass this winter for Initial steps f -r

rovernment-owned works . certainly
some provision that will enable the
government to prevent the steel and
ither corporations from "holding up"
:he government for great profits.
Secretary Daniels has long been makngplans for an armor plate plant to

je operated by the government, and
Secretary Garrison is giving careful
:hought to the best methods of insurngthe government a supply of its
>wn in case of war without having to
Lepend wholly upon private concerns.

On Lookout for "Qougers."
President Wilson, it is believed, will

larefully watch any scheme to "touch"
he government in connection with the
arge expenditures for national defense.
)n previous occasions, even during his

jampalgn for President, he threatened
:o denounce officially corporations that
iagrantly trampled upon the rights of
he people if no other method of readingthem could be found. The White
rlouse is loath to believe that great
nanufacturing concerns will seek to
ake advantage of the patriotic sentinentssweeping the country favoring
>reparedness to meet foreign attack.
Che President's friends today believed
hat the President will find a way to
nduce private concerns to do what
vork is required at minimum profits.
ina tney bukkcbi iuai u v*m wo «.«visefor any concern to attempt "gougng"the government.
There will be no surprise in well informedcircles if the President shortly
:omea out with a statement on the
rnbject or incorporates his views on the
jtory that has been given currency in
i speech. The main political danger
;o the administration in its defense
)lan is the circulation of intimations
.hat the steel barons will fall over
;hemselves to support Mr. Wilson for
mother term in view of his approval of
horough preparedness and that the steel
iorporations will fatten enormously in
he next few years.

Mr. Bryan Leading Attacks.

W. J. Bryan is leading those who are

ittacking the steel concerns over the

rood times ahead of them if the govrnmenthas to go to them for muniions,armor, etc. The various changes
f this story will be rung throughout the
lebates in Congress over the adminisrationprogram. Supporters of the

'resident fully understand that the

:overnment can take no steps in the

irection of defense without giving to

rnierican manufacturers more work. It
s true with battleships and all other

;overnment construction and supplies,
t is declared, and so will It be in the
uture.
But the President la not asking or electingpledgee or support from anybody,
nd the political affiliations of men enagedIn the munition business, who may
r may not get large contracts from the
overnment in the future, will not be inuiredinto by high officials of the government.While the President is reDicedthat business throughout the counryis prosperous and he has no hatred
or concerns doing well, he would probblyprefer, his friends believed today,
hat the men in big business bestow their
olitical favors elsewhere. He would at
sast be quite indifferent to whether the
teel barons supported him or a republiancandidate for President.

Plain Speaking- Likely.
It is said to be probable that when
he President appears before the ManiattanDemocratic Club In New York
lovember 4 he will speak plainly on

ome of the questions herein touched

,pon. It is known that he will make
call for national unity, along strongrlines than heretofore. Hyphenated

Lmericanism will receive a few more

umps from his oratorical sledge ham- j
ier, and the President will express the
ope that all tnie Americans will unite
a a universal spirit for national deenseand ideals.
The President is understood to regret
eeply the attitude of hyphenated oranizationswhich still regard their obgationsto foreign nations as stronger
tian to the United States. His inforlationis that a gum shoe fight is to
e made against him from now on to
isscn the confidence of the people in
im. He is willing to meet this fight,
ertaln that the country will fully
nderstand the situation. At any rate,
e will shed occasional light on the
latter in his speeches.

President Receives Japanese.
President Wilson this afternoon realved til. Japanese ambassador, Mr.
hlnda, and the Japanese commissionrsto the California exposition.

BREAKING OF GROUND
FOR A. F. OF L. BUILDING

Samuel Gompers, President of Organization,Removes the First
Spadeful of Earth.

Simple exercises only attended the
formal breaking: of ground for the new
office building: of the American Federationof Labor, at 9th street and
Massachusetts avenue northwest, this
afternoon. Secretary Wilson of the departmentof Labor removed the first
sjadeful of earth. He was followed by
President Samuel Gompers of the A. P.
of L., and Frank Morrison, secretary of
that body.
The simplicity of the exercises was

due. In part, to the fact that the officialshave been forced to "rush" a

larga amount of their business recentlyso that they may be able to
leave for San Francisco, where the annualconvention of the organization is
to be held in the pear future. Frank
»»iui i icuh, Pvi cim y ui ixio ifaeraiio:1,
is to leave for the west this evenm*
with a party of delegates, and SaturdayMr. Gorapers will leave with anotherparty.
Number of Visitors at Exercises.
The ground-breaking today was attendednot only by the officials of the

federation and labor leaders located in
Washington, but also by a large numberof visitors from other places, includingEngland. *

The new building is expected to cost
nearly $200,000 by the time It Is finishedand completely equipped. It Is
to contain sixty-five rooms and will be
five stories in height with a basement.
It is hoped to have the structure completednext spring.

Participants In Ceremonies.
Among those who attended the exercisestoday, many of them taking part,

were: Samuel Gompers, president
American Federation of Labor; Frank
Morrison, secretary American Federationof Labor; James O'Connell, presidentmetal trades department, A. F. of
L.; A. J. Berres, secretary-treasurer
metal trades department, A. F. of L;
Thomas J. Williams, president building
trades department. A- F. of L; William
J. Spencer, secretary-treasurer building
trades department, A. F. of L.; Thomas
F. Tracy, secretary-treasurer union
label trades department, A. F. of L.;
James P. Eagan, editor Weekly News
Letter, A. F. of L.; L. A. Sterne, organizerfor Maryland and the District of
Columbia; Arthur E. Holder, chairman
legislative committee. A. F. of L; C.
G. Ammon and E. Bevin, fraternal delsgatesof the British Trades Union Congressto the 1915 A. F. of L. convention.E. Lewis Evans, secretary-treasurerTobacco Workers' International
Union; James O'Connor, president Plasterers'International Association and R.
G. Moser, representing International
Union of Steam and Operating Engineers,who comprise the auditing committeeof the American Federation of
Labor, also were present.

ASK IMPORTERS TO FILE
CLAIMS BY NOVEMBER 1

Trade Advisers Have No Eeiponsa
From London as to

Time Extension.

American importers having: claims for
the release of German and Austrian
goods purchased prior to March IS
were requested today by the foreign
trade advisers to file before November
1 applications for permits to sht$ such
goods now held at Rotterdam and
valued at millions of dollars.
While the British government has as

yet failed to reply to the request of the
foreign trade advisers for an" extension
to December 1 of the agreement, a
reply is expected daily *nd the trade
advisers' office is anxious to be preparedto submit all cases before the
agreement expires November 1.

Concession oy Embassy.
Sir Richard Crawford, commercial

attache of the British embassy, informallynotified Trade Adviser Flemingtoday that while he was not
authorized to extend the time for the
filing of applications, the BiMish embassywould accept, after the expirationof the agreement, all applications
which are in the trade adviser's hands
prior to November 1
This would allow action on any applicationswhich the trade advisers' office

will be unable to forward to ihe embassybefore the expiration of the arrangement.
No News of Embargo.

Secretary Lansing Indicated today
that he had heard nothing to connrm

reports that the German government
contemplated an embargo on all exportsfrom Germany. Th. State Departmenthas had intimations from
time to time of a possible policy of
that kind, an act of reprisal for the
British general blockade.
The foreign trade advisers today receivedunofficial assurances from the

British embassy that the release of
cargoes now in neutral countries would
not be affected by a German export
embargo. It had been suggested that
Great Britain would not release for
shipment to the United States any
articles the exportation of which was
prohibited by the German government,

"They're all
trying Fatimas"

Fatimas hive always baaa
I mighty popular in this town.

But lately, since we've been
telling smokers bow SEN*
S1BLE they are, Fatima
sales have been Jumping
every day.
Nearly everybody seems to
hn Irvina' tKwm PweraKn^w

I wonts a "eenaih/e"cigarctte
.one that Is COOL to tha
throat and tongne and has
from after-effects.
Fatima Isn't the only serialblacigarette.bat no other
sensible one seems to please
so many men's tastes.

More Fatimes are sold than
any other cigarette coating
over 5c. Today's the day
you should try them.

The Turkish Blend Gtareife
H 2Q f°r

1


